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Evaluation Rubric for Essays

Ideas and Content
Topic and Focus Grade _____

	Focus is original and insightful; appropriately narrow, yet thorough.  Thesis is clearly stated without being overly obvious.  Exceeds expectations for assignment
	Focus is manageably narrow and consistently maintained but may be somewhat obvious.  Thesis is clearly stated.  Assignment is completely fulfilled.
	Focus shifts at times, but main idea is apparent.  Thesis may be clear but only implied.  Major requirements of assignment are met, but some minor ones are not.
	No apparent or major focus.  Thesis is missing or contradictory.  Assignment is ignored; most requirements are unfulfilled.
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Reasoning and Thinking Level Grade _____

	Makes connections beyond course or assignment; clearly states universal meanings and implications; reflects thorough and logical analysis, synthesis or evaluation; ideas go further than teacher-directed learning.
	Attempts to explain connections beyond content; understanding of content evident; reflects application and analysis; attempts synthesis or evaluation; minor gaps in logic; some ideas go beyond teacher-directed learning.
	Reasoning limited to content and assignment; reflects knowledge and comprehension; noticeable gaps in logic; minor errors in understanding content; ideas are limited to those suggested in class.
	Content is not understood; major errors in knowledge and comprehension, including factual errors; use of fallacious or contradictory reasoning; teacher-directed learning is misunderstood.
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Support Grade _____


	Thought-provoking supporting arguments; evidence is well chosen, consistently convincing and transcends predictable selections; evidence is abundant without being repetitive and comes from an abundance of sources.
	Arguments are clearly linked to thesis; evidence is generally effective but not always the best choice, is of sufficient quantity and consistent throughout essay; uses some variety of sources.
	Arguments stray from thesis or simply summarize evidence; evidence is unrelated to arguments or occasionally missing; little variety in sources or sources are inappropriate.
	Arguments appear random and unrelated or contradictory of thesis; evidence is generally missing or unsupportive of arguments; no variety in sources or reliance on inappropriate sources.
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Words and Fluency


Word Choice Grade _____

	Precise, interesting vocabulary and phrasing; choices seem natural; choices draw out vivid reactions from readers. 
	Choices are consistently clear in meaning; seldom forced or repetitious.
	Choices are sometimes vague or inappropriate; vocabulary appears forced or repetitive.
	Choices are so vague or misused that they obscure meaning; diction is inappropriate for assignment or clichéd.
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Sentence Fluency Grade _____

	Sentences use a variety of appropriate constructions that enhance ideas and invite oral reading; effective use of connectives.
	Sentences attempt variety of constructions but not always related to emphasis of ideas; can generally easily read orally; use of connectives generally effective
	Sentences have little variety or are awkwardly constructed; noticeable halting in oral reading; few connectives.
	Sentences are illogical, overly long or choppy, and often obscure ideas; oral reading is very difficult; most connectives missing.
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Organization

Beginning Grade _____

	“Hooks” reader interest in topic and thesis; contains appropriate background then clearly and smoothly funnels to focus or thesis; previews body organization without being obvious
	Attempts “hook” but may not convey sense of importance; moves from general to specific; clear focus or thesis; previews body organization.
	Weak “hook” or one that is unrelated to thesis; little sense of importance; thesis/focus is unclear or only implied; body organization unclearly implied or missing.
	Little or no attempt to use “hook”; no apparent focus or thesis; no sense of direction for paper.
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Middle Grade _____

	Overall logical order; paragraphs have unity and coherence; transitions to build momentum relating ideas to each other and thesis; clear, unrepetitive topic and concluding sentences.
	Mostly logical order; ideas seldom misplaced or in wrong order in paragraphs; transitions relate ideas to thesis; clear (if obvious) topic and concluding sentences.
	Not best overall order; paragraphs have problems with unity or coherence; transitions only indicate only beginnings of new ideas; topic and concluding sentences are missing.
	No apparent order; paragraphs lack unity and ideas appear random; transitions missing or misleading; topic and concluding sentences missing.
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Ending Grade _____

	Explains significance of paper/thesis without repetition; funnels out to universal implications; makes significant impression on reader.
	Summarizes paper or restates thesis without repetition; funnels out to more general topics; makes some impression on reader.
	Repetitively summarizes paper or restates thesis; attempts at generalization are weak or unrelated to paper; impact on reader is dull or vague.
	Missing or digresses from thesis; repeats exact wording from body; reader ends up confused.
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Voice


Speaker, Audience, and Purpose Grade _____

	Writer is credible but personal; sense of commitment clear; consistently appropriate relationship with audience.
	Writer is credible and shows sense of purpose; usually consistent relationship with audience.
	Writer seems forced or inconsistent; relation to audience is inconsistent or somewhat inappropriate.
	Writer is not believable or is disinterested in paper; audience is ignored or insulted.


10—9 




8


7—6 


5—1

Conventions and Presentation

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, and Format Grade _____

	No noticeable errors; sources cited smoothly, thoroughly, and accurately; no format errors; follows layout suggestions.
	Few (<5) minor errors; no fragments or run-ons; doesn’t distract from content; sources cited thoroughly and accurately; few format errors; follows most layout suggestions. 
	Some (5-8) errors; few fragments or run-ons; few distractions from content; some citations are missing or incomplete; noticeable format or layout errors.
	Frequent (>9) or severe errors; errors impede understanding; citations generally missing; suspicion or plagiarism; paper has unprofessional appearance.
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